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Copyright on Scholarly Articles
(By Soichi Tokizane, Aichi University Faculty of Letters)

Japanese Copyright Law does not grant copyright to factual data which is the major constituent of
scholarly articles. Besides the judgment of the Osaka District Court declared that scientific writing
does not include dokusosei. It has been customary in the Western world that authors of scientific
articles xxx their copyright to publishers. This practice has become predominant among Japanese
journals, too. Some publishers, however, allow authors to keep their copyright with them, while
retain rights to publish them exclusively in printed publications as well as online. Development of
Open Access recently has kyosei publishers to allow institutional repositories to make their journal
articles published free of charge. A number of publishers allow this copyright exemption without
written permission. Copyright restriction causes difficulties in digitizing archival materials whose
copyright holders are not identifiable. Copyright on bibliographic data and abstracts, and effect of
DRM on copyright issues are also discussed.
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